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The Divine Mercy Chaplet originated from
vision that St. Faustina had of an Angel, the etacaf
divine wrath, on the evening of September 13, 18t
wrote: “He was clothed in a dazzling robe, his f4
gloriously bright, a cloud beneath his feet. Frohe
cloud, bolts of thunder and flashes of lightningrev
springing into his hands; and from his hand theyew
going forth, and only then were they striking treatl.
When | saw this sign of divine wrath which was abimu
strike the earth, and in particular a certain pladdch for
good reasons | cannot name, | began to imploranigel
to hold off for a few moments, and the world would
penance. But my plea was a mere nothing in the é&g
the divine anger. Just then | saw the Most Holynityi
The greatness of Its majesty pierced me deeply, didl
not dare to repeat my entreaties. At that very nminhg
felt in my soul the power of Jesus’ grace, whichetlsvin
my soul. When | became conscious of this graceas
instantly snatched up before the Throne of God. ok
great is our Lord and God and how incomprehengitide
holiness! | will make no attempt to describe thisagness,
because before long we shall all see Him as Hefasind
myself pleading with God for the world with wordsdrd
interiorly.

As | was praying in this manner, | saw t
Angel’'s helplessness: he could not carry out thst
punishment which was rightly due for sins. Nevefobe
had | prayed with such inner power as | did thEne
words with which | entreated God are the&gernal
Father, | offer You the Body and Blood, Soul and
Divinity of Your dearly beloved Son, Our Lord Jesus
Christ, in atonement for our sins and those of the
whole world; for the sake of His sorrowful Passion,
have mercy on us.

The next morning, when | entered chapel, | he
these words interiorly “Every time you enter the
chapel, immediately recite the prayer which | taugh
you yesterday.”When | had said the prayer, in my sou
heard these wordsThis prayer will serve to appease
My wrath. You will recite it for nine days, on the
beads of the rosary, in the following manner: Firstof
all, you will say one OUR FATHER and HAIL MARY

aFATHER beads you will say the following words:
Eternal Father, | offer You the Body and Blood, Solu
and Divinity of Your dearly beloved Son, Our Lord

\c@desus Christ, in atonement for our sins and thosefo

I the whole world. On the HAIL MARY beads you will

e say the following words: For the sake of His sorroful

ePassion have mercy on us and on the whole world. In
conclusion, three times you will recite these words
Holy God, Holy Mighty One, Holy Immortal One,
have mercy on us and on the whole world ’ '(Diary,
474-476).

One of the best means of assisting the dying is the

eone that Jesus revealed to Saint Faustina andeidgisat
she use often -- even continuously: The Divine Merc
Chaplet. Jesus saitiMy daughter, encourage souls to
say the chaplet which | have given to you. It pleses
Me to grant everything they ask of Me by saying the
Wwchaplet. ... Write that when they say this chaplet in
the presence of the dying, | will stand between My
Father and the dying person, not as the just Judgdut
as the merciful Savior(Diary, 1541).

GOD AND SOULS was the motto of St. Faustina.

Our goal, as was hers, should be in saving soulsL0rd
asked her to pray and offer the Chaplet for sinaetsthe
halying, saying:“Pray as much as you can for the dying.
UBY your entreaties [that is, insistent prayers] obdin
for them trust in My mercy, because they have most
need of trust, and have it the least. Be assureddahthe
grace of eternal salvation for certain souls in thie
final moment depends on your prayer. You know the
whole abyss of My mercy, so draw upon it for yourdé
and especially for poor sinners. Sooner would heame
and earth turn into nothingness than would My mercy
not embrace a trusting soul”(Diary, 1777).
ard
when a certain dying person desired or needed pralye
would be alerted to the moment, by her Guardianehog
| by Our Lord Himself. At those times she would prayil
she no longer felt the need to pray, or a sensgeate
came upon her, or she learned that the personibddat
heard the soul say, "Thank You!" She wrote: "Ohirgy
souls are in such great need of prayer! O Jesspjren

and the | BELIEVE IN GOD. Then, on the OUR

souls to pray often for the dying" (Diary, 1015).

Saint Faustina was often given the grace to know
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Our Lord also said to hetAt the hour of their
death, | defend as My own glory every soul that wiil
say this chaplet; or when others say it for a dying
person, the pardon is the same(Diary, 811).

What if the person prays from a distance? S
Faustina had a love for the sick and dying, angqatdor
them with great fervor. The following experienc
recorded in her Diary make it clear that one dasshave
to be at the bedside physically. She wrote, “ihetimes
happens that the dying person is in the secondiod
building away, yet for the spirit, space does naste It
sometimes happens that | know about a death ongu
several hundred kilometers away. This has happe
several times with regard to my family and relasiand
also sisters in religion, and even souls whom lehast
known during their lifetime” (Diary, 835).

“My daughter, help Me to save a certain
dying sinner. Say the chaplet that | have taught yo
for him.” When | began to say the chaplet, | saw the 1
dying in the midst of terrible torment and struggtéis
Guardian Angel was defending him, but he was, a
were, powerless against the enormity of the soui&ery.
A multitude of devils was waiting for the soul. Buhile |
was saying the chaplet, | saw Jesus just as Hepited
in the image. The rays which issued from Jesus’'riH
enveloped the sick man, and the powers of darkfeds|
in panic. The sick man peacefully breathed his N4ten
| came to myself, | understood how very importam
chaplet was for the dying. It appeases the ang&aoaf”’
(Diary, 1565).

These words are particularly relevant for
Eucharistic adorers. In chapels throughout the dvtitey
are reciting or praying the Chaplet for the sicK alying,
and are part of an International Registry estabtishy
Eucharistic Apostles of The Divine Mercy. Moreoven,
the occasion of the Great Jubilee of the year 2008,
Holy Father, Pope John Paul Il, by a personallyesig
parchment, imparted a Special Apostolic Blessimgaf
the faithful, who during Adoration of Our Most Mérd
Savior in the Most Blessed Sacrament of the alifirbe
praying the Divine Mercy Chaplet for the sick arat {
those throughout the world who will be dying in tth
hour.”

The Divine Mercy Chaplet and Eucharistic Adoration

Eucharistic Apostles of The Divine Mercy ha
for their declared mission the foremost purpose
proclaiming the truth of the Real Presence of Jastise
Most Holy Sacrament of the Eucharist: Body and Blo
Soul and Divinity, as solemnly defined by the Caln€
Trent, and of promoting Perpetual Adoration of kest

Blessed Sacrament along with the hourly offering bé
Divine Mercy Chaplet for the dying, insofar as # i
possible for them to do so.
Their secondary purpose is to bring to a hurting
himtorld the consoling Divine Mercy Message and Deavuti
revealed to the Church through Saint Faustina Ksiveal
esn Poland in the 1930’s. One of the principal elateeof
The Divine Mercy Devotion is the Divine Mercy Chapl
A form of prayer taught to St. Faustina by Our Lord
Himself, the Chaplet is significant because it gsin
together the sacrifice of the Lord's Passion andhef
rrMost Holy Eucharist. This accounts for the powerful
neffiects attributed to its use, as promised by theids
through St. Faustina, the “Apostle” and “SecretafyHis
mercy.
The principal prayer of the Chaplet alludes to the
Holy Sacrifice of the Altar: “Eternal Father, | eff You
the Body and Blood, Soul and Divinity of your dearl
ndxeloved Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, in atonemenodio
sins and those of the whole world.” The accompamyin
s ptayer declares, “For the sake of [that is, outegfrd for]
His sorrowful Passion, have mercy on us and omtiae
world,” which alludes to the Holy Sacrifice of tigross.
The two most significant moments of our Lord’s ross
p@N earth, nonetheless, are in reality two parta sfngle
act — Christ’s sacrifice of Himself on our behdlhe one
part constitutes the essence of the sacrifice tlaatdtook
I place at the Last Supper during the institutionttod
Eucharist, when with His own hands Jesus offeresl Hi
Body and His Blood; the other part constitutes the
alexternal ceremony, when Jesus was nailed to a arabs
died upon it (see Diary, 684).
The Opening Prayer of the Feast of the Body and
Blood of Christ, which is also the prayer most camiyg
used just before the celebrant blesses people thith
Blessed Sacrament at the close of Benediction Gesyi
clearly declares that the Eucharist is the memaoial
Christ's suffering and death. For Christians, therdv
“memorial” does not mean an action of our mind, eren
“calling to mind,” or “remembering,” but, in the sa of
Christ's sacrificial suffering and death, it meatie
amaking present and experiencing, here and nowhef t
spiritual effects of that sacrifice upon us (cfi&dism of
the Catholic Church, #1366). The Last Supper and
Calvary are made present to us at one and the Samae
whenever we participate in Holy Mass or Adoratidihe
eéMost Blessed Sacrament.
of To be more precise, however, what actually
happens at the Mass is that the participants &entaut
pof the dimension of earthly space and time, as we
experience it, and are brought into the dimensiotinoe
from God’s perspective. Theologians call this dévin
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perspective, God's “eternal now.” Simply put, it ane
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that God sees and acts through everything that

happened, is happening, or will be happening, & amd
the same instant. In other words, all times andqdeaare
present before Him at once. Christ’'s one Sacrifatehe
Last Supper and on the Cross, is therefore etgrn
present before God, and its effects can be appledim

to any point of time in history — past, presentfuture.

Now, with regard to what has just been stated, vehtte
significance of the Divine Mercy Chaplet?

The Letter to the Hebrews (see 7:27 and 9:
assures us that the salvation of humankind
accomplished by Jesus of Nazareth when, through
eternal Spirit, He offered Himself without blemighGod
in our place and for us. Through the eternal Sp
therefore, Christ's sacrifice was taken out of spaad
time into the eternal now, from where it affectsemgyv
point of history, past, present and future.

As Jesus entered the heavenly Holy of Hol
with the offering of His own Blood (life), He wasnade
perfect.” In other words, He was constituted theedbl
High Priest over God's Holy Temple, and we, w
believe in and obey Him, have been made holy thro|
the sacrifice of the body of Jesus Christ onceafb(see
Heb 10:10). The result is that He has made peféeever
— that is, constituted as priests — those who &iagh|
made holy (see Heb 10:14). As such, in and withsCH
our Great High Priest, we are being built into aiwml
house to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritusdrifices
acceptable to God through Jesus Christ (see 1 :Bgt
These spiritual sacrifices are sacrifices of praise fruit
of lips that confess Jesus’ name (see Heb 13:15).

All are called to spread the Real Presence of J
in the Eucharist and the mercy of God! As Euchiari
Apostles of The Divine Mercy, then, we need to berity
aware of what all this means when we pray the @i
Mercy Chaplet. In the first place, our prayer beesna
spiritual sacrifice, the fruit of lips that acknagge Jesus
name and all it stands for. As we pray: “For thkesaf
His sorrowful Passion, have mercy on us and omtiae
world,” we are not begging God to grant somethirgy
might be holding back from us, but offering a siwei of
praise, we are acknowledging, affirming, acclaimifig
as the Merciful One who has in Christ, once-for-
granted us all that we need to fulfill His purpo$esus.
We trust in His merciful providence concerning vg
instant and every facet of our lives.

All the more, then, it is evident, that as we pf
the principal prayer of the Chaplet: “Eternal Fathie
offer You the Body and Blood, Soul and Divinity ¥éur
dearly beloved Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, in atem
for our sins and those of the whole world,” we dtavith
and in our Great High Priest at the Father's helgvg

ewee able to direct the saving effects of His atgnin
sacrifice to anyone or any situation in the pastsent or
future!
As we pray the Divine Mercy Chaplet for
aflurselves or for others, since all the above anceraoe
consonant with the will of God for us, we can besmo
powerfully instrumental in calling down these biegs
on every person and situation or need. Our Lordnmed
through St. Faustina:Through the Chaplet you will
14ébtain everything, if what you ask for is compatibé
wagth my will” (Diary, 1731).
the This will be all the more true as Eucharistic
Apostles of The Divine Mercy offer up the Chapletinly
rifor the dying, especially during the Hour of Gréércy,
and during periods of Eucharistic Adoration. Ourrd.o
urged St. Faustina to do so on numerous occasidese
are at least 35 entries in her Diary dealing withyprs for
iethe dying, many of them encouraging the use of the
Chaplet for that purpose. For example:

« “At the hour of their death, | defend as My avn
hglory every soul that will say this chaplet; or whe
uothers say it for a dying person, the indulgence ithe

same. When this chaplet is said by the bedside of a
dying person, God’'s anger is placated, unfathomable
mercy envelops the soul, and the very depths of my
tender mercy are moved for the sake of the sorrowfu
Passion of My Son”(Diary, 811).

e “Say unceasingly the chaplet that | have taud

2you. Whoever will recite it will receive great merg at
the hour of death. Priests will recommend it to siners
as their last hope of salvation. Even if there wera
egisner most hardened, if he were to recite this chet
stonly once he would receive grace from my infinite
mercy” (Diary, 687)
in « “My daughter, encourage souls to say the chg
that | have given to you. It pleases Me to grant
everything they ask of me by saying the chaplet. \\ém
hardened sinners say it, | will fill their souls wth
peace, and the hour of their death will be a happgne”
H(Diary, 1541).
« “My daughter, help Me to save souls. You wilgo
to a dying sinner, and you will continue to recitethe
alchaplet, and in this way you will obtain for him trust
in My mercy, for he is already in despair” (Diary,
er1797).

aYhe Divine Mercy Chaplet is a Eucharistic Prayer

In reciting the Divine Mercy Chaplet, we join
Jesus in offering Himself to the Father, in atonetfer
our sins, in imploring mercy for the whole worlds the
eChurch teaches that Jesus is present Body, Bloodl, S

throne and altar in the eternal “now,” and withules/e
JOURNEY TO OUR FATHER
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and Divinity in the Blessed Sacrament, we are oftgto
the Father His only Son, a gift He cannot refud&/e
unite with the sacrifice of Jesus offered up on ¢hass
for the salvation of the world. The prayer embediee
Eucharist, the Cross, and the love that the MdrEather
and His Son have for each of us. Our Lord wantsou
visit and adore Him in the most Blessed Sacrantent
Faustina wrote: "When | steeped myself in prayevas
transported in spirit to the chapel, where | saw Itord
Jesus, exposed in the monstrance. In place of
monstrance | saw the glorious face of the Lord, Bed
said to me,'What you see in reality these souls se
through faith. Oh, how pleasing to me is their grat
faith! You see, although there appears to be nodce
of life in me, in reality it is present in its fullness in
each and every Host. But for Me to be able to ac
upon a soul, the soul must have faith. Oh how
pleasing to me is living faith!" ” (Diary, 1420).

And in entry 1572, she wrote that the Lord tdg
her, "My daughter, try your best to make the Stations
of the Cross in this hour, provided that your duties
permit it; and if you are not able to make the Stabns
of the Cross, then at least step into the chapel fa
moment and adore, in the Blessed Sacrament, M
Heart, which is full of mercy..."

In the Holy Father's letter to the Bishop of Liegg
Belgium of May 28, 1996, Pope John Paul Il wrote,|["

encourage Christians regularly to visit Christ prasin
the Blessed Sacrament, for we are all called tdeain
the presence of God. In contemplation, Christiais
perceive ever more profoundly in the mystery athtbart
of Christian life."

We greatly encourage praying of the Divihg

Mercy Chaplet hourly worldwide for the sick and mtyj
especially during Eucharistic Adoration, in the qaece
of Our Merciful Lord. As mentioned before, an Apmst
Blessing has been given by His Holiness, John Pdal
those who pray the Divine Mercy Chaplet for theksiad
dying during Eucharistic adoration. We ask all thegho
are adoring Him in the Blessed Sacrament, in praitie
Chaplet and imploring mercy for the dying, to triifyst
in God's Mercy, so that many souls will be savele ]
promise is that Jesus will grant immeasurable mattke
hour of death, to every soul praying the Chaplet ewvery
soul prayed for. Thus, we must trust in His unéatiable
Mercy in what He said to St. Faustind]y Daughter,

...Your duty will be to trust completely in My

goodness, and My duty will be to give to you all yo
need. | am making Myself dependent upon your trust
if your trust is great, then My generosity will be

As we pray the Chaplet of Mercy with an attitude
of trust in the presence of Our Lord during adamative
can be assured that we will be a vessel of Mersywa
reflect on these words: "Once, the image was being
exhibited over the altar during the Corpus Christi

s procession.  When the priest exposed the Blessed
Sacrament, and the choir began to sing, the rays the
image pierced the Sacred Host and spread out atlthe
world. Then | heard these wordthese rays of mercy
thél pass through you just as they have passed thugh
this Host, and they will go out through all the woHd.'

e At these words, profound joy entered my soul (Diary
441)."

Dr. Bryan Thatcher is the Director of the
Eucharistic Apostles of The Divine Mercy. If youvea

t any questions regarding praying for the sick anthgly
during Eucharistic Adoration, or would like more
information on other aspects of the ministry of Eargstic

IApostles of The Divine Mercy, call them toll-free &7 7-
380-0727, visit their website at www.thedivinemeary,
or write to them at 123 North Kings Avenue, Brandeh
33510.
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JOURNEY TO OUR FATHER
FULFILLING HIS DIVINE WILL ON THE PATH TO
RIGHTEOUSNESS

Our lives here on earth can be described as aamt
journey to the home of the Father. The love of Bleavenly
Father is ever reaching out for His wayward chitdend the
greatest sign of His love was shown 2000 yearsvelgen He
sent His son, Jesus, to show us the way back tBatier.
We show our love for Jesus by doing His will. We
His will by following and living by_allthe authentic faith ar
moral teachings of the Catholic Church. Drawingge bach
to the authentic truth about the Catholic faithpsels to b
reconciled with our God, and obtain peace, holinassl
happiness in this sinful world; and eternal sabratwith our]
loving God in the next world.

"Journey to Our Father" is helping to bring pedmpek
to the authentic teachings of the Catholic Chuactd to develo
a closer more loving and holy relationship withitt&od.

We encourage the copying and further distributié
this publication. Additional copies of this publim may alsg
be obtained, along with a list of other availabldbjects, by
writing to the following address, emailing us, allimg us at the
telephone number below:

Journey to Our Father
P O Box 24658

Jacksonville, FL 32241
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without limit" (Diary, 548).
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